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REMARKS 
I- Rejections under 35 (JSC §102 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 USC § 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application No. 4,628,934 to Pohndorf et al. 
("Pohndorf). Applicants respectfully traverse and submit that the office action 
fails to consider the claimed subject matter as a whole. 

The present invention is directed to an implantable medical device system 
that includes a first adapter and a second adaptor. The first adaptor includes a 
first internal surface forming a first lumen to receive a lead connector positioned 
within the first adapter and a first electrical contact element positioned along the 
first inner surface at a first distance from a first proximal end for electrically 
coupling with a first lead connector element of a plurality of lead connector 
elements when the lead connector is positioned within the first lumen. A first 
insulative layer extends along the first inner surface to prevent electrical coupling 
of other than the first lead connector element. The second adapter Includes a 
second internal surface forming a second lumen to receive the lead connector 
positioned within the second adapter and a second electrical contact element 
positioned along the second inner surface at a second distance, not equal to 
the first distance, from the second proximal end for electrically coupling with a 
second lead connector element of the plurality of lead connector elements other 
than the first lead connector element when the lead connector is positioned 
within the second lumen. A second insulative layer extends along the second 
inner surface to prevent electrical coupling of other than the second lead 
connector element Each of the first adapter and the second adapter include a 
respective external surface to engage the inner surface the connector bore, the 
respective external surfaces including a conductive surface electrically coupled to 
the corresponding first and second electrical contact element to electrically 
engage the corresponding first and second electrical contact element within the 



PAffi 8/10 * RCVD AT 312/2006 3:50:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVfclKPTO-EFXRF-6/46 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CSD):7635146982 * DURATION (mnKs):0240 



MAR: 2. 2006 2:53PM 7635146982 MEDTRONIC 



NO. 9961 P. 9 



Applicants: Hlneetal. 

Serial No. 10/646,545 

Response to Final O.A. of January 3, 2006 

Page 8 

connector bore. Further, claims 1, 11 and 13 each recite that "wherein the first 
distance is not equal to the second distance " 

Pohndorf teaches an electronic electrode switching/selection circuit that 
minimizes the number of feedthroughs from a pacer case to a pacer neck 
needed to connect with pacing lead electrodes that will be actively used during 
operation of a pacer. Pohndorf does not teach an implantable medical device 
system that includes a first adapter and a second adaptor, as set forth in 
independent claims 1, 1 1 and 13 of the present invention. The office action states 
that Pohndorf discloses first and second adaptors 316 in Figs. 6-7. However, as 
set forth in Pohndorf at column 9, lines 38-39, adaptors 316 are Identical." Thus, 
the adaptors 316 In Pohndorf fail to meet the limitation of the independent claims 
that the first adaptor has a first electrical contact element positioned along the 
first inner surface at a first distance from a first proximal end for electrically 
coupling with a first lead connector element of a plurality of lead connector 
elements when the lead connector is positioned within the first lumen, the second 
adaptor has a second electrical contact element positioned along the second 
inner surface at a second distance, not equal to the first distance, from the 
second proximal end for electrically coupling with a second lead connector 
element of the plurality of lead connector elements other than the first lead 
connector element when the lead connector is positioned within the second 
lumen, and wherein the first distance is not equal to the second distance. 

Therefore, claims 1, 11 and 13 are not anticipated by Pohndorf. Further, 
claims 2, 3, 4, 6, and 12, which variously depend from claims 1 and 12, ar4 also 
not anticipated by Pohndorf. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 
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II. Rejections under 35 USC §103 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pohndorf in view of US Patent No. 4,469,104 to Peers-Travarton ("Peers- 
Trevarton"). 

Peers-Trevarton teaches a connector assembly with spaced apart metal 
bands. Neither Pohndorf or Peers-Trevarton, alone or in combination, teach or 
suggest an implantable medical device system that includes a first adapter and a 
second adaptor, as set forth in independent claim 1 of the present invention, as 
set forth above. Therefore, claim 5 Is patentably distinguishable from the 
combination of Pohndorf and Peers-Trevarton. Accordingly, withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 



III. Conclusion 

Pohndorf and Peers-Trevarton, taken either alone or in combination, fail to 
teach or suggest the subject matter as a whole of claims 1 , 1 1 and 1 3 and the 
claims dependent thereon. Based upon the distinctions presented by the 
independent claims as set forth in the foregoing remarks, Applicants submit that 
all claims are in condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully request that a 
notice of allowance be issued in due course. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the 
Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned attorney to attend to these 
matters. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 

Michael C. Soldner 
Reg. 41,455 

Telephone: (763)514-4842 
Customer No. 27581 
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